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‘The Air in Between’ 
Exhibition by two NH Art Association artists at 2 Pillsbury 
 
CONCORD – Two New Hampshire Art Association members will 
have their works on display from June 25 through Sept. 19 at 2 
Pillsbury Street. 
 
The title of the show is “The Air in Between,” and features the oil 
paintings of Ethan Lima and Lisa McManus. 
 
The artists describe their exhibit by saying that “separating the viewer 
from the viewed are invisible layers of air.” 
 
Sometimes the layers are clear. Sometimes they carry water vapor or 
other substances that act as barriers. Sometimes the viewer feels the 
breezes moving the air, continuously refreshing those layers and 
ventilating the scene.  
 
The space between the viewer and the viewed is alive and dynamic. 
A painter who chooses to ignore the energy in between produces 
dull, static, and sluggish images.  
 
“The challenge is to inject what is invisible into what is seen,” the 
artists said in their statement about the show. 
 
Lima, a native of Mattapoisett, Massachusetts, is a 1991 graduate of 
the Maryland Institute College of Art, where he received his BFA in 
studio art.  
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Spending a semester abroad in Rome, he had the opportunity to 
refine his skills in figure drawing and renew his passion for the great 
masters.   
 
As part of his master’s degree in art education from the University of 
Massachusetts, Lima produced a body of work spanning two years 
that became his visual interpretation.  
 
“Observations and Landscapes,” his final thesis, was featured in at 
the Marion Art Center in Marion, Massachusetts. 
 
In 2001, Lima lived in Dublin, Ireland, where he worked as an artist 
for a year. He was a member of Pallas Studios in Dublin, and took 
part in Art Ireland Exposition 2001 held at the RDS in Dublin. 
 
After returning to the U.S., Lima continued to exhibit his work and 
accepted a full-time teaching position in Springfield, Vermont. 
 
Currently, Lima works out of his studio in Amesbury, Massachusetts. 
He teaches private classes at Newburyport Adult Education, and 
continues to show his work. In addition to being a member of the 
NHAA, Lima is also a member of the Newburyport Art Association. 
 
McManus cut her artist’s teeth in Massachusetts and at the Parsons 
School of Design, one of five colleges of The New School in New 
York receiving a BFA in painting and sculpture in 1984. 
 
“But I learned I could grow the life I wanted back in New Hampshire,” 
she said. “The Parsons School of Design taught me how to maximize 
the pluck that country girls are born with.” 
 
McManus also studied plein air painting, studio painting and drawing 
at Sanctuary Arts in Eliot, Maine, and took classes in pottery and the 
business of art at the New Hampshire Institute of Art. 
 
She has a studio at the Button Factory in Portsmouth where she does 
her oil painting. She also paints outdoors and welcomes “looky-loos” 
to observe her while she works. 
 



McManus is a past member of the NHAA’s board of directors and is a 
member and past board participant of the Seacoast Art Association 
as well as a member of the Newburyport Art Association. 
 
 
 
GO & DO 
“The Air in Between”: Beyond First Glance”: An exhibit by NH Art 
Association members Ethan Lima and Lisa McManus 
Where: 2 Pillsbury Street, Concord, NH 
When: June 25 through Sept.19 
Hours: Monday through Thursday, 5 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Fridays, 5 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Sunday, 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
All artwork is for sale by contacting the New Hampshire Art 
Association at 603-431-4230. 
 
 
Artwork: 
“A Path to Take Alone”, an oil painting by Ethan Lima 
“Ice Sheets on The Marsh”, an oil painting by Ethan Lima 
“New Boston Home”, an oil painting by Lisa McManus 
“Merrimack Woods 2”, an oil painting by Lisa McManus 


